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Abstract: This study is an attempt to grasp Mongolian preschool educators’ perceptions on child-centered 
approach (CCA). CCA was externally introduced to Mongolia about 10 years ago as a diametrically different 
education from that of the socialist period. The study also aims to examine the differences that may exist among 
teachers in different types of kindergarten. A total of 262 surveys were completed by preschool educators of 
typical kindergartens and externally-supported Step by Step program kindergartens. These kindergartens are 
symbolically referred to ordinary kindergarten (OK) and special kindergarten (SK). Descriptive analysis and 
Pearson Chi-square test were conducted. The results show that preschool educators in general have interests in 
CCA, hold some notions similar to that of the Western society, and apply CCA in their interactions with children, 
at least in terms of discourse. However, their understandings are one-sided and complicated. While preschool 
educators tend to place importance on children’s individuality, they appear to be less concerned about teachers and 
their roles. SK teachers tend to think that CCA is very appropriate for today’s kindergarten life. In contrast, OK 
teachers appear to perceive CCA as not so appropriate; teachers tend to disvalue CCA for being time-consuming, 
requiring teachers to spend much time organizing appropriate environment. Interestingly, SK teachers tend to 
think that CCA is undesirable for discipline and moral of a class, and for collectivity. OK teachers tend to put 
more emphasis on knowledge construction, and knowledge provision or acquisition. The author concludes with 
some suggestions for policy-makers and those interested in research on educational export and import. 
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1. Introduction 

During the 1990s, under the influence of international agencies, Mongolian policy-makers enthusiastically 
introduced an educational practice called the child- or student -centered approach 1 at all educational levels, 
including preschool education 2 , expecting potential benefits not only for the society but also for individual 
children. In a broader sense, child-centered approach was introduced to Mongolia in order to promote children’s 
future competencies in the globalized world. In a narrow sense, it aimed to transform conventional education to a 
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1 In Mongolia, the term “child-centered” is recognized as “child-centered instruction, method, learning or new teaching technology”. 
In this article, the author refers mainly to “child-centered approach” that covers both method and activity. 

2 Preschool education in Mongolia is designed primarily for children between 2 and 6 years old to “support young children’s 
physical, intellectual and social development and prepare them for school” (Government of Mongolia, 2008). Recently, with the 
global recognition of importance of early years, the new term "Early Childhood Development (ESD)” has begun to appear in policies 
and related documents. ESD refers to a holistic approach that focuses on a range of children’s issues: health, nutrition, cognitive, 
social and emotional development. For this article, the author refers to preschool education with an emphasis on education provision 
rather than nutrition or care. 
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